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ACADEMIC QUALITY & STANDARDS

Quality and Standards Update

Issue 02 – 2025/26 (July 2026)

This document shows the status of all current changes to the University’s Quality and Standards Framework up to 24 June 2026.

Quality and Standards Framework Developments
Feedback on this document is welcomed and should be sent to quality@hull.ac.uk 
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	Quality Handbook
	Details
	Implementation

	[bookmark: _Hlk204865683]The Investigation and Determination of Concerns about Fitness to Practise
	The University has revised its Regulations for The Investigation and Determination of Concerns about Fitness to Practise.

The revisions introduce a more proportionate, nuanced, and educationally appropriate approach to the management of Fitness to Practise concerns.

The changes reflect established sector practice, including approaches used within academic misconduct frameworks and comparable professional programmes, and are consistent with Office of the Independent Adjudicator (OIA) guidance and Professional, Statutory and Regulatory Body (PSRB) expectations regarding proportionality, early resolution, and public protection.

This will be available on the website shortly.

Education Committee, May 2026
Senate, June 2026
	Implementation: immediate
Application to collaborative provision: mandatory
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	Quality Handbook
	Details
	Implementation

	University Code of Practice Approval of New Academic Partnerships
	The University has revised its Code of Practice Approval of New Academic Partnerships.

Amendments are to make governance arrangements clearer. A risk-based approach has been introduced that includes a requirement to consult with ULT and seek Council approval for high-risk partnerships.

A Standard Operating Procedure will be developed to fully articulate UoH approach to governance, risk and decision-making.

Education Committee, April 2026 
	Implementation: immediate
Application to collaborative provision: not applicable

	University Code of Practice Recognised Teacher Status (RTS)
	The University has revised its Code of Practice Recognised Teacher Status (RTS).

A new paragraph (4.3) has been added to clarify the arrangements for granting RTS at the London Study Centre and other campus-based locations.

Education Committee, May 2026
	Implementation: immediate
Application to collaborative provision: mandatory
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	Quality Handbook
	Details
	Implementation

	University Code of Practice Programme Enhancement Planning (PEP)  
	The University has introduced a new process for monitoring and evaluation of programmes to replace the Continual Monitoring Evaluation and Enhancement (CMEE) process. 

The Programme Enhancement Planning process will ensure that on an on-going basis all provision meets or exceeds the high-quality threshold established by OfS and any requirements in the academic policies or regulation of the University of Hull. 

PEP will also drive the continuous improvement of courses with the aim of achieving outstanding experience and outcomes for all groups of students. 

PEP will be a risk-based approach to enhancement, providing for greater scrutiny and oversight of areas of provision that are identified as higher risk.

Programme Enhancement Plans (PEP) will commence from 2026/27. Guidance documentation is currently being developed.
 
Education Committee, March 2026 
	Implementation: Sept 2026
Application to collaborative provision: not mandatory
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	Quality Handbook
	Details
	Implementation

	Regulations: Masters by Thesis
	Amendment to para 15.3.

To confirm that the duration of the writing-up period is one year for full-time Masters study and one year for part-time Masters study.

	Implementation: immediate
Application to collaborative provision: not applicable

	Programme Approvals
	Revised paperwork for programme and module specifications will be available from September 2026.
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	Governance – Policy Directory
	Details
	Implementation

	Student Attendance and Engagement Policy and associated Withdrawal Code of Practice
	These documents remain as interim pending a full evaluation and review.

The interim Attendance Policy ensures that the University continues to operate within a clear, consistent, and workable policy framework while more substantive development work is completed. 

This will be available on the Governance – Policy Directory shortly.

Education Committee, May 2026
Senate, June 2026
	Implementation: immediate
Application to collaborative provision:  not applicable

	Student Protection Plan

	The university has updated the Student Protection Plan [SPP]. This was last updated in 2024. 

The revisions clarify who is covered by the plan and refers to UoH Transnational Education and placement mitigation. 

The policy also aligns with the revised Student Contract Terms and Conditions and supports the University’s compliance with OfS Conditions [C3].

This will be available on the Governance – Policy Directory shortly.

Education Committee, April 2026
Senate, June 2026
	Implementation: Sept 2026
Application to collaborative provision: Yes

	Student Contract Terms and Conditions
	The university has revised the Student Contract Terms and Conditions.

Revisions include points on student intellectual property, fee clarity, obligation clarity and contract cancellation clarity.

The revision has also considered the proposed OfS approach to consumer law and student protection.

This will be available on the Governance – Policy Directory shortly.

Education Committee, April 2026
Senate, June 2026
	Implementation: Sept 2026
Application to collaborative provision: Yes



[bookmark: _Toc233983153]OFFICE FOR STUDENTS
Latest news from OfS:
· Conversations with the sector: Preparing for the LLE
· OfS announces revised Teaching Excellence Framework to drive up education quality for students and reward excellence.
· OfS collaborates with Advance HE to conduct research into how universities and colleges are using artificial intelligence.
· OfS publishes new data on Prevent.
· OfS warns against persistent over-optimism as analysis finds institutions under continued financial pressure.
· OfS publishes expanded analysis of its research into students' experiences of sexual misconduct in English higher education.
· OfS announces a review into the Diploma in Education and Training course.
· Update on free speech and the new complaints scheme.
· TASO conference keynote: How best practice collaboration can support equality of opportunity.
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Latest news from QAA:
· New resources support short course and technical provison ahead of LLE launch.
· Bodies across the UK encourage universities to join QAA’s UK TNE Quality Scheme.
· QAA responds to outcomes of OfS consultation on TEF.
· New report considers contextualisation in TNE.
· UK and Hong Kong agencies sign Memorandum of Understanding.
· New podcast looks at how updated Benchmark Statements reflect technological and disciplinary change.
· QAA launches suite of revised Subject Benchmark Statements.
· To succeed in TNE, quality is key. 
· New research identifies diverse approaches to student representation. 
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