


The National Referral Mechanism end of year summary shows that there were 385 

nationalities represented by referrals in 2025. In a recent report by the Wilberforce Institute in 

partnership with Shiva Foundation and West Midlands Anti-Slavery Network and funded by the Human 

Rights and Modern Slavery Policy and Evidence Centre (MSPEC), it was highlighted that marginalised 

communities facing exclusion based on factors such as race, class, sexuality, socio-economic status, 

or immigration status are more vulnerable to exploitation. It also showed that failing to take these 

factors into account can make modern slavery responses ineffective, for example, it can make 

survivors more reluctant to come forward, be identified as victims of trafficking, 

receive support, and engage with authorities in prosecution cases.

In October 2024 the Justice Hub based at the Wilberforce Institute, University of Hull, along with 

partners and stakeholders of the Humber Modern Slavery Partnership and Humberside Police hosted a 

one-day knowledge exchange event for practitioners, community groups, the faith sector, and people 

with lived experience of modern slavery from Yorkshire and Humber to discuss the role diverse 

cultural and community groups can play in co-producing effortto tackle modern slavery.



Over 180 participants worked together to answer a series of questions to understand and map out; 

1, what level of knowledge, resources and skills we already have in tackling modern slavery

2, How well we utilise the knowledge, resources and skills we already have

3, What the gaps, barriers and missed opportunities are in our current response and

4, What we collectively need to do to develop our knowledge, resources, and skills in order to improve 

responses to modern slavery across our communities.



Imagining Building Something New :

To illustrate our vision of bringing together our collective skills, knowledge, and experience (building 

blocks) to construct a roadmap for building a stronger, more informed and resilient region - the 

findings, recommendations and voices from this event have been collected, transcribed and 

summarised to create the artwork you see here. 

This artwork represents one collective voice and outlines the necessary steps needed to achieve a 

culturally competent, reflective, and proactive response to modern slavery across Yorkshire and the 

Humber that includes representation from every community, at every level from community action to 

service delivery.



























 Active Humber 

Ashiana 

Barnardo’s

Barnsley Council 

Beverley Rural Youth

Bradford Council 

Bradford District Foundation Trust

British Red Cross 

Change Grow Live (CGL) 

CHCP, Hull 

Citizens advice Lincolnshire 

Community VISION

Crimestoppers

East Riding NHS Integrated Care Board 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council 

East Riding Safeguarding Adults Board 

East Riding Safeguarding Children’s Partnership 

Focus independent adult social care

Forum CIO, Hull 

Fuse Youth Services 

GamCare 

Gangmasters and Labour Abuse Authority

GRAFT Project North East Lincolnshire 

HMPPS/MOJ 

Home-Start Goole and District

Hull City Council 

Hull Safeguarding Adults Board 

Hull safeguarding Children’s Partnership 

Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust

Humber NHS Foundation Trust 

Humber Teaching NHS Foundation Trust

Humberside Violence prevention Unit 

Ingeus 

Locate International 

National Community Engagement, Immigration Enforcement 

National Probation Service Hull and East Riding

New Life Church Scunthorpe

NHS Humber and North Yorkshire Integrated Care Board 

NLC1 

North East Lincolnshire Council 

North East Lincolnshire Safeguarding Adults Board 

North East Lincolnshire Safeguarding Childrens Partnership 

North Lincolnshire Council 

Noth Lincolnshire Safeguarding Adults Board 

North Lincolnshire Safeguarding Childrens Partnership 

North Lincolnshire Mind 

North Lincs Health and Care Partnership ICB

Northern Lincolnshire and Goole Hospitals NHS Trust 

Palm Cove Society 

Refugee Action 

Refugee Council 

Safer Hull 

Safer NEL 

Safer Neighbourhoods, North Lincolnshire Council 

South Yorkshire Police 

The Blue Door 

The Health Gospel 

The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Humberside 

The University of Hull, School of Criminology 

The Wilberforce Institute 

Tigers Sport and Education Trust

Tigers Trust 

Together Women’s Project, Yorkshire and Humber 

Toranj Tuition project

Turning Lives Around 

Victim Support 

Wakefield Council 

Welcome House 

West Yorkshire Police 

Yorkshire and Humber Immigration, Compliance / Enforcement Team

Yorkshire and Humber Regional Organised Crime Unit
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