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Israel at 60 – Challenges on the Road to Tranquility

Raphael Cohen-Almagor
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At the age of 60, people can expect from Israeli leaders a certain amount of maturity. Sixty years of experience in dealing with problems and challenges are certainly of value. 
The main challenges are the relationships with our neighbours – 

Egypt

Jordan

Syria

Lebanon

Syria and Lebanon are connected

In Lebanon – Hezbollah

Connected to Iran

The Iranian threat

Iran is connected to the Hamas and the Islamic Jihad

Conflict with the Palestinians – security, not peace

New players – al queada, for the time being not on good terms with Hamas. This might change.

The fence

Generally speaking, I am in favor of bridges rather than fences. The turning point was Passover of March 2002, when terrorists attacked Hotel Park in Netanya, where people convened to hold their traditional meal. 
Many felt that Israel did enough for trying to live together, and now time came for divorce. 

It was necessary to erect the fence to defend its population, and indeed the facts are conclusive: Before the fence was erected, the average number of terrorist attacks was 26 per year. Since its partial construction, the number has dropped to three per year, while the death toll has dropped by over 70 percent from 103 to 28, and the number of injured has dropped by more than 80 percent, from an annual average of 628 to 83. 
Terrorist penetration into Israel from the northern West Bank has dropped from 600 a year to almost zero.

At the same time, we need to recognize that the route of the fence is discriminatory. Large parts of the fence are passing inside the Green Line. 16.6% of the West Bank land is expected to serve as a buffer between Israel and the fence. These are the most fertile lands of the Bank. Upon the fence’s completion, 160,000 Palestinians are expected to be locked in buffer zones. 

The Israeli-Palestinians
Further efforts to integrate the Palestinians into society

Proportional allocation of resources

Arabic

Religion and State

Accommodating pluralism

Balancing state’s interests with individual autonomy

Economy

· Israel is regarded as a world leader in the field of low cost environmental technology.

· Research has led to the development of many technologies in the areas of water conservation and recycling, treatment of wastewater, desalination, desertification prevention and solar energy.

· Israel has a large IT industry and one of the world's most technologically-literate populations. Around 3.7 million people had internet access by 2006. 

· The number of start-ups is said to be second only to Silicon Valley. 

· We need to continue developing our strengths: High-technology projects (including aviation, communications, computer-aided design and manufactures, medical electronics, homeland security, alternative energy, water processing).
On the less bright side:
About 70% of the population claims their expenses outweigh their earnings.
About 25% of the population is below the poverty line. 
Israel is required to invest in education on all levels, from primary schools to universities;

stop the brain drain, 
decrease the increasing gap between the small rich cream and the large poor sector. 
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