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Basic Course

 

 

1. What is Ethics?

 

Between ethics and morality;

The essence of professionalism;

Journalism as art, as a profession, as a vocation.

 

 

2. Values in Communication

 

The relationships between communication, government and democracy;

Objectivity and neutrality;

The public right to know.

 

 

R. Cohen-Almagor, “Objective Reporting in the Media: Phantom Rather than Panacea”, in Speech, Media, and Ethics: The Limits of Free Expression (London: Macmillan, forthcoming).

 

Robert A. Hackett, and Yuezhi Zhao, Sustaining Democracy? Journalism and the Politics of Objectivity (Toronto: Garamond Press, 1998), Chapter 2.

 

R. Cohen-Almagor and Y. Yanovitzky, “The Conduct of the Media in the Eye of the Jewish Public in Israel: ‘Is’ versus ‘Ought’”, in R. Cohen-Almagor, Speech, Media, and Ethics: The Limits of Free Expression (London: Macmillan, forthcoming).

 

 

3. The Public Right to Know v. The Right to Privacy

 

The Princess Diana Affair in England;

Voluntary public figures v. accidental public figures;

Libel and defamation.

 

R. Cohen-Almagor, The Boundaries of Liberty and Tolerance (Gainesville, FL.: University Press of Florida, 1994), chapter 6.

 

Les Editions Vice Versa Inc. v. Pascale Claude Aubry, 1 S.C.R. [1998].

 

 

BBC Video: Ethics in the British Communication.

 

 

 

4. Trustworthy Reporting

 

Deception;

The Janet Cooke, Washington Post, affair;

The Food Lion affair.

 

Bill Green, “Janet’s World”, The Washington Post (19 April 1981).

 

David Shaw, “’Docudramas. Faction. Nonfiction novels. Composites. Gonzo journalism. New Journalism. The blurring of fact and fiction... worries me. A lot’”, The Bulletin, No. 643 (July/August 1981), pp. 3-6.

 

Food Lion Inc. v. Capital Cities Inc. US District Court, Middle District of N. Carolina, 25 Med. L. RPTR, 1182.
 

 

5. Incitement

 

Advocacy v. incitement;

Democracy-media-establishment;

Media accountability.

 

Raphael Cohen-Almagor, “Boundaries of Liberty and Tolerance Before and After Prime Minister Rabin’s Assassination”, in R. Cohen-Almagor (ed.), Liberal Democracy and the Limits of Tolerance (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1999).
 

 

6. Offence

 

The distinction between harm and offence;

Film censorship;

Censorship on plays.

 

Raphael Cohen-Almagor, "Harm Principle, Offence Principle, and the Skokie Affair", Political Studies (1993), Vol. XLI, 453-470. Reprinted in Steven J. Heyman (ed.), Controversies in Constitutional Law: Hate Speech and the Constitution (New York and London: Garland Publishing Inc., 1996, Vol. II), pp. 277-294.

 

 

7. Communication and Racism

 

Sensitive terminology;

Should racism be excluded from media coverage?;

The Kahanist phenomenon in Israel;

Media coverage of hate speech and Holocaust denial in Canada;

The David Duke affair in the United States;

 

R. Cohen-Almagor, The Boundaries of Liberty and Tolerance (Gainesville, FL.: University Press of Florida, 1994), chapter 12.

 

Irwin Cotler, “Holocaust Denial, Equality and Harm: Boundaries of Liberty and Tolerance in a Liberal Democracy”, in R. Cohen-Almagor (ed.), Liberal Democracy and the Limits of Tolerance (University of Michigan Press, 1999).
 

Gabriel Weimann and Conrad Winn, Hate on Trial (Mosaic Books, 1985), chapters 3, 4.

 

David Bercuson and Douglas Wertheimer, A Trust Betrayed: The Keegstra Affair (Toronto: Doubleday, 1985), chapters 8, 10.

 

 

Video: Ernst Zundel website of hate.

 

 

8. Ethics in Communication

 

The notion of responsibility;

Media coverage of suicide;

Copy rights;

‘Free meals’.

 

R. Cohen-Almagor, “Ethical Boundaries of Media Coverage”, in Speech, Media, and Ethics: The Limits of Free Expression (London: Macmillan, forthcoming).

 

R. Cohen-Almagor, “Media Coverage of Suicide in Canada, with Reflections on Great Britain and Israel”, in Speech, Media, and Ethics: The Limits of Free Expression.
 

R. Cohen-Almagor, “Media Coverage of Events in Israel and Canada: A Comparative Analysis” (forthcoming).

 

 

9. Communication and Commercial Interests 

 

Economy, politics and communication;

Conflict of interests;

Chomsky’s criticism of the media;

Commercial speech;

Subliminal advertisement;

Cross ownership and excessive ownership.

 

 

Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (London: Vintage Press, 1995), chapter 1.
 

Maude Barlow, and James Winter, The Big Black Book (Toronto: Stoddart, 1997), chapter 1.

 

James Winter, Democracy’s Oxygen: How Corporations Control the News (Montreal: Black Rose Books, 1997), Introduction, pp. xxiii-xxix.

 

 

10. Pornography

 

Soft and hard-core pornography.

 

T.M. Scanlon, “Freedom of Expression and Categories of Expression”, Un. of Pittsburgh Law Review, No. 3 (1979), pp. 519-550.

 

Video: Not a Love Story

 

 

11. Violence in Music and Communication

 

Violence in communication and its influence on children;

Should we employ censorship in television?

 

Canadian Broadcast Standards Council, Ontario Regional Council, Decision Concerning ‘Mighty Morphin Power Rangers’ on CIII-TV (April-May 1994), files 9394-270; 9394-277).

 

 

Video: Violence on TV.

 

 

12. Media Coverage of Terrorism

 

The Media - the terrorist’s best friend;

The October 1970 crisis in Canada: media coverage of the FLQ;

The relationships between government, media and terrorists.

 

Lord Chalfont, “The Price of Sympathy”, in Benjamin Netanyahu (ed.), Terrorism: How the West Can Win (New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1986), pp. 126-129. 

 

R.D. Crelinsten, “Power and Meaning: Terrorism as a Struggle over Access to the Communication Structure”, in Paul Wilkinson and Alasdair M. Stewart (eds.), Contemporary Research on Terrorism (Aberdeen: Aberdeen University Press, 1989), pp. 419-450.

 

David E. Boeyink, “Reporting on Political Extremists in the United States: The Ku Klux Klan, the Unabomber, and the Militias”, in R. Cohen-Almagor (ed.), Liberal Democracy and the Limits of Tolerance (University of Michigan Press, 1999).
 

Marc Raboy, Movements and Messages (Toronto: Between the Lines, 1984), pp. 64-74.

 

R. Cohen-Almagor, “The Terrorists’ Best Ally: The Canadian Media Coverage of the FLQ Crisis in October 1970” (forthcoming).

 

 

13. The Work of the Press Councils

 

Is there a need for ethical codes and press councils?;

The authority of the Press Council;

Should the Council be equipped with more powers?

 

Raphael Cohen-Almagor, “The Work of the Press Councils in Britain, Canada, and Israel: Comparative Appraisal”, in Speech, Media, and Ethics: The Limits of Free Expression (London: Macmillan, forthcoming).

 

 

14. Media Ethics and Medical Ethics

 

Jack Kevorkian’s suicide machine;

Sue Rodriguez;

Euthanasia on TV.

 

Margaret A. Somerville, “Euthanasia in the Media: Journalists’ Values, Media Ethics and ‘Public Square’ Messages”, Humane Health Care International, Vol. 13, No. 1 (Spring 1997), pp. 17-20.

 

Video: The Sue Rodriguez case in Canada.

 

