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The Scope of Tolerance

One of the dangers in any political system is that the principles that underlie and characterise it may, through their application, bring about its destruction.  Liberal democracy is no exception.  Moreover, because democracy is relatively young phenomenon, it lacks experience in dealing with pitfalls involved in the working of the system - the “catch” of democracy.

The Scope of Tolerance is an interdisciplinary study concerned with the limits of tolerance, this “democratic catch”, and the costs of freedom of expression.  Rights are costly, and someone must pay for them.  We can and should ask about the justification for bearing the costs, weighing them against the harms inflicted upon society as a result of a wide scope of tolerance.  While recognising that we have the need to express ourselves, we should also inquire about the justifications for tolerating the damaging speech and whether these are weighty enough.  

This book combines theory and practice, examining issues of contention from philosophical, legal and media perspectives and covers such issues as:

· Media invasion into one’s privacy

· Offensive speech

· Incitement

· Hate speech

· Holocaust denial

· Media coverage of terrorism

This book is essential reading for anyone who has research interests in political theory, extremism, media ethics, and free speech.

Raphael Cohen-Almagor (D. Phil., Oxon) is the founder and director of the Center for Democratic Studies, University of Haifa. He is the author of The Boundaries of Liberty and Tolerance (1994), The Right to Die with Dignity (2001), Speech, Media and Ethics (2001, 2005), Euthanasia in the Netherlands (2004) and two poetry books in Hebrew. In 1999-2000 he was the Fulbright-Yitzhak Rabin Professor at UCLA School of Law and Department of Communication, and in 2003-2004 he was Senior Fellow at the Center for Policy Studies, and Visiting Professor at the Zanvyl Krieger School of Arts and Sciences, Johns Hopkins University.
Raphael Cohen-Almagor in this thoughtful and sensitive study tackles the most complex and controversial of all constitutional guarantees: The free speech principle. Following the footsteps of John Stuart Mill he probes dilemmas and offers guidelines that political theorists, politicians, judges and journalists will have good reason to ponder.
Geoffrey Marshall, former Provost of Queen's College, Oxford
Wide-ranging and provocative, this work sets out arguments which are of vital importance to policy-makers as well as to academics.
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