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The Democratic Catch 

 
 
 

 
 
I am happy to announce my new book: The Democratic "Catch": Free Speech and 
Its Limits (Hamilkud Ha’demokrati) (Tel Aviv: Maariv Publication House, 2007) 
(Hebrew), 507 pp. This book supplements my earlier The Boundaries of Liberty 
and Tolerance (1994, 2nd Hebrew printing in 1999). 
 
I am particularly happy that this work, arguably the most comprehensive 
research ever to be published in Hebrew in the fields of free expression and 
media ethics is published and promoted by Maariv, the publication house of 
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the second largest media organization in Israel. It is most fitting for the book 
and for the field. 
 
One of the dangers in any political system is that the principles that underlie 
and characterize it may, through their application, bring about its destruction. 
Liberal democracy is no exception. Moreover, because democracy is a 
relatively young phenomenon, it lacks experience in dealing with the pitfalls 
involved in the working of the system - the "catch" of democracy. 
 
The Democratic "Catch" is an interdisciplinary study in the fields of  

communication, law and ethics. It is concerned with the public right to know, 
and the costs of freedom of expression. Rights are costly, and someone must 
pay for them. We can and should ask about the justification for bearing the 
costs, weighing them against the harms inflicted upon society as a result of a 
wide scope of liberty and tolerance. While recognizing that we have the need 
to express ourselves, we should also inquire about the justifications for 
tolerating the damaging speech and whether these are weighty enough.  
 
This book combines theory and practice, examining issues of contention from 
philosophical, legal and media perspectives and covers such issues as: 
 

• Objectivity in the media  

• media invasion into one’s privacy  

• offensive speech  

• incitement and hate speech  

• media coverage of terrorism 

• The Ombudsman 

• Press Councils. 
 
Please feel free to recommend the book to libraries, colleagues, students, legal 
experts, media professionals, free speech scholars and decision makers. 
 
http://bookme.co.il/Books/Show_Writer.aspx?Writer_ID=10001370 
 
http://www.booknetshop.co.il/prodtxt.asp?id=42467&perur=2&t=16&c=548 
 
http://www.getit.co.il/ie2/IB_Direct.asp?PID=11531817&ref=12 
 
Special Offer: 
 
For direct order, with a 20% discount of the book price, please call  
(972)-2-6557880 or  
e-mail: zahava@keter-books.co.il 

 

 

 

      Raphael Cohen-Almagor 


