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Since the last update on our Fedora activities last October, a lot has happened - much of it quite recently...

RepoMMan

Work on the RepoMMan tool has continued, and has continued to be dogged by Fedora problems.  Having satisfactorily resolved the problems with Fedora’s web services last year (the new web services form part of release 2.2), we found that its LDAP authentication did not work properly.  Investigation of the issues revealed a serious problem and the Fedora team decided not to try and fix it because release 2.2 would have a new LDAP filter anyway.  v2.2 was duly released and we found that the new LDAP filter did not work.  A patch was issued for the obvious problem, but further work revealed serious faults with the authentication routines - as yet this problem is not fixed.

Despite this we have a ‘late alpha, early beta’ of the tool working which allows deposit, retrieval and delete from the repository using a folder (aka collection) structure.  The tool supports versions but does not yet support sharing (we need LDAP and the ability for an object to have multiple owners).  The tool supports metadata on an object but only a minimal amount of this is generated automatically so far; we are working to extend the scope of automatic generation.

Acknowledging the problems we have had, out of our control, the JISC has agreed to extend RepoMMan from the end of May to the end of September 2007 in order that we can complete more of our goals.  Just how much we can do depends on Fedora’s release schedule.
New Projects

eSIG has recently been successful in joint bids for a number of new JISC projects.  Two are of particular interest to the Fedora community.

REMAP

REMAP is a two-year project which will build on RepoMMan.  It will investigate how effective records management and preservation can be promoted in, and by interaction with, a repository.  Our intention is that, using a persistence layer, the repository will notify key personnel (RSS, e-mail etc) when intervention is required in the lifecycle of an object.  Spoken Word Services at Glasgow Caledonian University are our partners in this project.

RIDIR

RIDIR is a one-year project which will investigate how persistent identifiers might best be employed to promote interoperability between repositories.  This will involve building a self-contained demonstrator for the JISC which will comprise, at the least, two discrete Fedora repositories exchanging content in some form.  Our partners in this are Rightscom Limited who will be undertaking the majority of the technical work.

In both the above we have active links with various members of the Arrow Consortium in Australia: PILIN, RAMP and others.

Tetra

The University of Hull is a partner in a consortium with the Universities of Cambridge, Oxford, and the Highlands & Islands which will investigate, amongst other things, the possible integration of a Fedora repository into the Sakai Virtual Learning Environment.
